	NLDP Newsletter, 4th Edition

	October 4, 2011



	

	[image: image1.jpg]




	NLDP is a program of the Mandel Foundation and Cleveland Foundation

[image: image2.png]



Greetings NLDP Community,
 
As the new Program Manager for the Neighborhood Leadership Development Program, I am very excited to share some of the amazing things that are happening in the program, with the NLDP participants and alumni within this newly formatted 
newsletter: The Change Agent.
 

To briefly introduce myself, for the past six years, I worked for a  community development corporation  and assisted many grassroots organizations with developing their projects. Prior to this work I left the corporate world to obtain my Master of Education at John Carroll University. Upon graduation, I taught third grade in the Slavic Village neighborhood for five years. I wanted make a difference in the world and teaching helped me to fulfill that wish.  I am pleased to be a part of the Neighborhood Leadership Development Program and am committed to helping people increase their leadership skills, moving their projects forward and improving their neighborhoods. 
 

On behalf of the NLDP Program Team, I would like to welcome the NLDP V cohort!  We accepted twenty individuals this year into the program and are certain that they will bring new talents, skills, and ideas to the already diverse sixty-five person NLDP graduate community.  I would like to personally thank all of the supporters of NLDP who referred a participant.
 
Other notable changes to the program include an expansion of the NLDP curriculum with new sessions such as Business Planning, Fundraising (a "field trip" to the Foundation Center), Program Marketing and the addition of coach, Merle Graybill. 
 
Also new to the program this year is the addition of a NLDP mini-grant funded by Hoodstrong Clothing Company.  While  NLDP aims to develop the leadership abilities of engaged Clevelanders, it is a testament to this program that a graduate is so willing to give back to the NLDP community by offering (3) mini-grants. Thank you Jim Stone and Hoodstrong Clothing Company for your generosity. Details on how to apply for the grant will become available on the NLDP Facebook page and via email.
 

Best Regards,
Lori Peterson
Program Manager
www.neighborhoodleadershipdevelopment.com 
Welcome NLDP V!!
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NLDP V Participants: Darnella Allen, Sonya Brent-Blakeley, Recellanese Campbell, Wendy Carlton, Ryan DeBiase, Nita Gardner, Tia Hickson, Kimberly Holt, Angel Jimenez, Rebecca Kempton, Laura Kushnick, Rodney Lewallen, Christopher Lohr, Lorna McLain, Carrie Miller, Diane Morgan, Stephanie Pope, Jimmy Rudyk, Jr., Damien Ware, Krissie Wells
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Coaching Sessions
Don''t forget to utilize your two free coaching sessions for this year! The coaching can be used for your project or to help you with some challenges you may be facing. The coaches are: Laura Junglas (Lead Coach), Eric Lutzo, Linda DeMarco and Merle Graybill. 
 

We would like to take this opportunity to welcome Merle Graybill. She is the newest coach and comes to NLDP with a wealth of experience. For her complete bio click here. Merle is thrilled to join the NLDP and to coach with the inspirational leaders of Cleveland neighborhoods!
 

Alumni Spotlight
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Darren T. Hamm – NLDP Cohort 1 
Over the past two years, Darren T. Hamm, helped assemble a team of dedicated neighbors to develop the Brooklyn Centre Community Orchard, the first large scale, resident-run orchard in the Greater Cleveland area. The orchard, located on Louisiana Avenue between West 33rd and 34th Streets, covers nearly ¾ of an acre. This expanse of land, being leased from Norfolk Southern Railway, is typically unavailable in the urban environment. 
 

Over 15 years ago, Norfolk Southern Railroad purchased this land and razed five homes on this location in an attempt to protect their tracks below. After stabilizing the hillside, they subsequently abandoned the parcels, leaving the grass to be maintained by the City and the overall condition to fall into a state of disrepair. For years area residents noted excessive garbage dumping, drug use and other criminal activity. Putting these parcels back into productive use not only beautified a forgotten corner of the neighborhood but further brought residents together around growing healthy food. 
 

Brooklyn Centre, like similar inner-ring urban neighborhoods, is labeled as a “food desert," an area where the distance in relation to healthy foods is exceeded by the distance of fast food chains. With the rising cost of fresh produce and the lack of easily accessible healthy food for Cleveland residents, the community orchard model, like that of CSA’s, farmer’s markets, and community gardens, will likely flourish as another sustainable way of bridging the food gap to those most in need. 
 

The Brooklyn Centre Community Orchard is a project of the Brooklyn Centre Community Association and is run by volunteers on an honor system. Once ready for harvest, the Orchard will include apple, pear, cherry and peach trees along with blackberries, raspberries, strawberries and currants among others. For more information and photos of the project, visit http://orchard.brooklyncentre.org. 
 

Darren T. Hamm is the Deputy Director at Neighborhood Housing Services of Greater Cleveland and past President (2007 – 2010) of the Brooklyn Centre Community Association. Darren received his Bachelor’s in Painting and Drawing from Kent State University in 2002 and his Master’s of Nonprofit Management from Case Western Reserve University in 2007. 
 

He and his wife travel internationally each year to explore grassroots organizing and pursue spiritual enlightenment.
Upcoming Grant Deadlines
Looking for ways to fund your project? Here are some unique grants that can help you.
  

 

Musser Fund- grant deadline October 12th. Must be working on a cross-cultural project.
 

Gund Foundation- grant deadline November 15. The Gund Foundation funds a variety of projects.
 

St. Luke's Foundation- grant deadline January 3, 2012. Must be a 501(3)(c), priority given to Mt. Pleasant, Buckeye-Shaker, and Woodland Hills neighborhoods, but accepts other Cleveland neighborhoods as well.
 

Promise Community Grant- must be a resident or community organization in the Central neighborhood. Deadline January 16, 2012. 
 

College Club of Cleveland- provides grants to female high school seniors graduating from the Cleveland Metropolitan area and are seeking to attend a 2 year or 4 year college program. Deadline February 28, 2012. 
 

Cleveland Foundation- Allows grant seekers to submit an electronic grant inquiry, then the Foundation will request a full application if required. No deadline specified.

	NLDP Graduate Corner
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News Grads Can Use
The Graduate Support Committee wants every graduate to be an engaged NLDP family member. At the last meeting, the group decided that sub-committees should be formed to provide other graduates an opportunity to get involved in an area that may be of interest to them. These sub-committees will not overwhelm anyone''s busy schedule, but still lets members "be a part of the process." The four proposed committees are:
 

-Social
-Communications 
-Program
-Recruitment & Selection 
 

If you are interested in learning more or are ready to dig in, contact Laura Junglas at ljunglas@nldp.co or 216-776-6172.
 

 
Save the Date!!
 

NLDP Fireside Chat with Senator Nina Turner and Terri Hamilton Brown on
October 17, 2011
6:00 to 9:00 pm 
Further details coming soon!!
 
Mark your calendars for the New Year Kick-Off Party on January 12th  at 6:30. Details to be announced.
Resource Toolbox
 

Useful Links:
 

The Great Lakes Regional Pollution Prevention Roundtable website provides a listing of current available grants that are national in scope. Most, but not all grants, are "green" or environmental in nature. 
 

The WECO Fund of Cleveland provides various services to individuals and businesses seeking to achieve financial success. Various workshops are offered periodically. Click here for more information.
 

Community Housing Solutions offers a free tool loan program to Cleveland residents. Click here for more details.
 

Going on Around Town:
 

University Circle Initiative- a physical development and neighborhood cultivation project of the Cleveland Foundation. Click here to learn more.
Graduate
 Shout-Outs
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Shout Outs!





 

What have fellow grads been up to?
 

Rashidah Abdulhaqq- Congratulations on making the Spring semester Dean''s List at University of Toledo!
 

Darren Hamm- A big shout out to Darren on being promoted to Deputy Director of Neighborhood Housing Services!
 

Joel Solow- Follow Joel on his bike trip to New Orleans as he learns about leadership city by city by clicking here. 

 

Jim Stone-Congrats on your new office.
Check out the progression of turning an 1800 church into a "modern neighborhood."
 

Lisa-Jean Sylvia- Congratulations on your new position at Neighborhood Connections as a Community Engagement Liaison.
 
Jeanette Toms- Cudell Improvement Corp. won an orchard from Edy''s Fruit Bars and the Fruit Tree Planting Foundation in a national competition. Jeannette played a major role in promoting this contest.
Links about the orchard:
Plain Dealer
WEWS Channel 5
 
Maurice Small-
What an honor! 
Maurice is recognized as an "Urban Action Hero."   He is honored with the Rodale Institute Organic Pioneer Award. Click here to read more! 
 

Kudos to Vicky Trotter and Barbara Anderson on being recognized as grassroots leaders that are making a difference in Cleveland in the book Inner Visions.
 
**If you were not included in this list and would like to be,  please contact the NLDP office by January 1, 2012 to be included in the next newsletter.
"Knowing is not enough; we must apply. Willing is not enough; we must do."
Johann Wolfgang von Goethe
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Neighborhood Leadership Development Program
Mandel Community Building
1331 Euclid Avenue
Cleveland, OH 44115
(216) 776-6172
NLDPmanager@gmail.com
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